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Description automatically generated]CURTAIN PLAYERS SEASON 65 (2027-2028)
DIRECTOR APPLICATION INFORMATION

Thank you for your interest in directing for Curtain Players. We look forward to hearing about you and your ideas for the productions at our Harlem Road playhouse in rural Westerville/Galena. Our longstanding success is in part because of the many directors who through their talents, leadership, kindness, and collaborative spirit promote our Curtain Players values, including making the art of theatre accessible, challenging, and exciting for our actors, designers, technicians, volunteers, audiences, and donors.

Sincerely,
Members of the Season 65 Selection Committee…
Jim Petsche (chair), Jamie Clemons, Michael Day, Kelsey Demel, Bronwynn Hopton,
Julie Emmert Silvius, Randy Lenhart, and Rainer Steinhoff

Here is some important information about preparing an application…

1) Applicants may submit a list of up to three plays/musicals they are interested in directing. Curtain Players wants its directors working on shows they love and to which they are committed. A single committee, with board approval, will select six directors/projects.

2) Curtain Players is interested in productions with both commercial and artistic value, a cohesive season diverse in playwrights’ voices, characters, and themes. Stories should provide many varied acting, design, and technical opportunities for all ages and sustain interest among volunteers, audiences, and donors. Comedies, mysteries, family dramas, classic American plays, and musicals have proven popular with audiences, but there is room in a season for something uniquely theatrical or contemporary. The committee will consider one- or two-actor casts but productions best suited for the Curtain Players stage have mid-size casts of four to 10 actors. Scripts too should be able to be produced with consideration of financial, technical, and human resources of Curtain Players.

3) To apply for a director’s position, please visit https://curtainplayers.ludus.com/form.php?form_id=21915 to complete the online application form, including attaching a theatrical resume and scanned/digital copies, before 11:59 PM, Sunday, October 25, 2026. Members of the Curtain Players Board may apply; however, they receive no special consideration in the selection process.

Timeline for the Season 65 selection process…

· September 28-October 25 – Application window
· October 25 – Deadline for application
· October 21 – November 19 – In-person applicant interview period
· October/November – Script reviews and deliberation
· November 30 – Finalized season proposal
· December – Season proposal approval by the Curtain Players Board
(It is possible board approval may be delayed until the January board meeting.)
· February 20 – Public announcement of the 2027-2028 season at members meeting

4) Applicants will be interviewed and some questions will be provided in advance to help prepare for that conversation. Applicants should be prepared to discuss their proposed scripts, how they are a good fit for Curtain Players, their working process and directing philosophy. Note: An application does not guarantee an interview.

5) Exact 2027-2028 production dates are not yet set, but Curtain Players customarily stages productions in early September; late October/early November; early December; February; late March/early April; and May. The current schedule includes eight performances over three weekends. Evening show times are 7:30 PM with Sunday matinees at 2 o’clock.

6) Production budgets are $1,000 for each show. This does not include honoraria, royalties, and broader expenses (scripts, marketing) which are covered by Curtain Players. Production budgets include such expenses as set construction materials, set dressing, props, costumes, and other design and technical elements.

7) Selected directors work with Curtain Players as the producing organization. Directors are assigned an artistic advisor, a production manager, and work with a casting committee for their projects. Directors may invite their own production team members but should note Curtain Players has a strong base of experienced volunteers able to assist a director in many ways. Directors are seen as leaders within the organization and should be strong project leaders, guides, and collaborators.

8) The document cpssc65_specs_2026.docx provides a description of the theatre and its resources, to aid directors in considering shows appropriate for the Harlem Road playhouse. If you have not seen the theatre before and would like to see the space prior to submitting your application, please contact season.selection@curtainplayers.org to arrange a tour.

9) Directors receive a $250 honorarium.

Email completed application materials (application, resume, and scripts) by October 25, 2026, to season.selection@curtainplayers.org. If you are unable to email your application, please mail it to: Curtain Players Season Selection Committee, PO Box 1143, Westerville OH 43086. Applications should be postmarked by October 25.

Questions about Curtain Players and/or the selection process may likewise be emailed to  season.selection@curtainplayers.org.
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